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With no trafficlightson theisland and o priny
few street lights, driving its roads on a
cloudless night is like piercing a black
cloud. There is one movie theater, few
cars and even fewer buses, except for
summer, when thousands of tourists multiply the
population.

@ REPRINTS

SHARE

Yet last year, Samso (pronounced SOME-suh) completed a
10-year experiment to see whether it could become energy
self-sufficient. The islanders, with generous amounts of aid
from mainland Denmark, busily set themselves about
erecting wind turbines, installing nonpolluting straw-
burning furnaces to heat their sturdy brick houses and
placing panels here and there to create electricity from the
island’s sparse sunshine.

By their own accounts, the islanders have met the goal. For
energy experts, the crucial measurement is called energy
density, or the amount of energy produced per unit of area,
and it should be at least 2 watts for every square meter, or
11 square feet. “We just met it,” said Soren Hermansen, the
director of the local Energy Academy, a former farmer who
is a consultant to the islanders.
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Samsg - Midten af Danmark

De som vil forandre hele verden, kan med held starte i

dens centrum, og begynde med sig selv.
- Piet Hein -
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