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Minutes of DASTS board meeting 
Monday the 5th of May 2025, from 14:00 – 15:00. 

Participants: Iben Mundbjerg Gjødsbøl, Lars Bo Andersen, Tanja Schneider, Torben Elgaard Jensen, 
Peter Danholt, Frederik Vejlin, Simy Kaur Gahoonia, Christopher Gad, Ask Greve Johansen 

Purpose 
1. To initiate work in the new working groups 
2. To discuss possible hosts for DASTS 2026 ad beyond 
3. To follow up on the ECR meeting and discuss future work 

Agenda 
No Agenda Type/outcome* 

1 Decision on who to approach as hosts for DASTS 2026  Decision 

2 News and status from the early career WG Status/discussion 

3 Discussion of early ideas for a communication strategy Status/discussion 

Etc. Meetup at Nordic STS?  

* Decision, discussion, orientation, status, etc. 

Minutes 
1 – Decision on who to approach as hosts for DASTS 2026  

The board discussed two types of potential hosts for future Danish STS or Nordic STS conferences: 
1) Well established research environments with organizational capacity or 2) emerging research en-
vironments who could benefit from the visibility associated with hosting a conference.  

The new Working Group 5 on conferences and events will help to scaffold the planning of future 
conferences and draft a minimalist type of guidebook for organizers. A meeting between former or-
ganizers (currently DTU) and future organizers is part of this process. 

The board decided to establish further dialogue with potential hosts before making a decision on 
DASTS 2026. 

2 – News and status from the early career WG 
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The first DASTS ECR meetup (Early Career Researchers) was conducted at May 8th 2025 in the form 
of a PhD course (see https://au.phd-courses.dk/CourseCatalog/ShowCourse/1754?returnUrl=%2F) 

An ECR meetup consists of two parts: “Feedback clusters” which is composed by at least one ‘senior’ 
together ECRs working with different themes and interests. The ECRs prepare a brief project de-
scription/research statement (max 3 pages) that is shared with their groups well in advance. For this 
workshop, each group had ECRs with varying levels of ‘experience’, ranging from research assistants 
to PhD students (early- and late-stage) and postdocs.  

The second part involved “thematic clusters” where ECRs and seniors with overlapping research in-
terests build relations and share insights.  

The AU PhD school will conduct a more formal evaluation, but the meetup was experienced as a 
success by the organizers. The board discussed the following points: 

• The ECR meetup has the potential to become a permanent activity – changing between a pre-
conference meetup in even years with a DASTS conference and an independent event in the 
odd years without a conference. 

• Special attention must be paid to retain the open and generous atmosphere experienced dur-
ing the first meetup. 

• Organizing the meetup as a PhD course enables financing, but only to PhD-students and not 
for all activities. This time, MeST co-sponsored the event, but it we be nice to have a standard 
model in place for financing, especially if we cannot rely on funding from the PhD schools. 

• It might be worthwhile to explore whether to create dedicated sessions for early or late-stage 
ECRs, given that the kinds of feedback or discussion might be different.  

• It is important to advertise the meetup well ahead of time and to share abstracts from ECRs 
as early as possible before the event 

• We agreed to create a ‘guidebook’ for the ECR workshop to help organize it more easily in the 
coming years.  

• Remember cake and other snacks throughout the day! 

3 - Discussion of early ideas for a communication strategy 

The board discussed ideas for a future communication strategy, most notably a suggestion from WG 
2 to increase the “reach” of existing communication by mirroring the newsletter from DASTS.dk on 
a linkedin page and creating a youtube.com account. In relation to this, the board discussed the fol-
lowing: 

• There is a risk of losing future members if they no longer have to sign into the wordpress site 
(and thus become members) to receive news (perhaps posts could contain a “sign up” link) 

• It is important that any posts are clearly labelled as a newsfeed and not the opinion of the 
board or the organization 

• As STS-researchers we must be particularly aware of who and what we are supporting with 
data and attention 

https://au.phd-courses.dk/CourseCatalog/ShowCourse/1754?returnUrl=%2F
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• Outreach and communication would be a good thing to discuss at a general assembly – po-
tentially following the first concrete steps 

Simy will join WG 2 on Outreach and Communication and the WG will propose a minimalist strategy 
alongside a specific first step 

4 – Etc.  

The board will attempt to meetup 30 min. before an activity at the program for Nordic STS 
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