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Controversies between scientific experts as to the exact nature of global environmental crises
have become ubiquitous aspects of contemporary Euro-American public life. What might
sociology tell us about the social significance of scientific knowledges in contemporary disputes
on the fate of threatened nature in ‘world risk society’? This thesis draws on developments in the
field of science and technology studies (STS), and particularly on the actor-network theory
(ANT) of Bruno Latour and others, in outlining a novel analytical agenda for a globalized
environmental sociology. Empirically, the thesis is organized around two multi-sited
ethnographic case studies into world-spanning scientific and political conflicts surrounding
Japanese whaling (biodiversity) and carbon markets (climate change). Each of these nature-
culture domains is analysed as important manifestations of the dynamic co-construction of
science, society, and the global environment. Scientific knowledges turn out to be densely
interwoven with cultural understandings of nature, collective social identities, and contentious
projects of political ecology. Symmetrically, sociological theory and methodology stand in need
of ‘ecological’ reconstruction, in taking seriously the role of non-human material agencies in
global social life.
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