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CALL FOR PAPERS 

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON 

 

GOVERNING SUSTAINABLE BIOFUELS:  

MARKETS, CERTIFICATION AND TECHNOLOGY 

 

ORGANIZED BY THE COPENHAGEN BIOFUELS RESEARCH NETWORK (COBREN) 

 

Hosted by the Department of Business and Politics, Copenhagen Business School 

and the Danish Institute for International Studies 

 

COPENHAGEN, 19-20 NOVEMBER 2012 

Funded by: 

The Sustainability Platform, Copenhagen Business School, 

The Danish Institute for International Studies 

BIOSoc (University of Copenhagen and University of Århus) 

 

Deadlines 

15 August 2012: Deadline for submission of abstracts. Those interested are invited to submit 

an abstract of maximum 400 words to Stefano Ponte (spo@diis.dk) 

31 August 2012: Notification to authors and issuance of invitations to participate 

31 October 2012: Deadline for submission of full papers.   

19-20 November 2012: Conference 

 

Practicalities 

The participants who are selected for presentation will have their travel and accommodation 

paid for. However, please let the organizers know when you submit your abstract whether 

you have access to own funding to participate so we can ensure a larger pool of participants. 

The conference will consist of three academic workshop sessions with presentations of papers 

and intensive discussion in a group of maximum 30 scholars, and one public seminar with 

keynote presentations, roundtable discussion and a Q&A session involving industry, policy 

makers, civil society groups and the media. 

A selection of papers presented at the conference will be considered for publication in an 

edited book by an international academic publisher (we have preliminary interest from Zed 

Books and from Palgrave MacMillan) and/or a special issue of an international peer-reviewed 

journal (possible outlets under consideration are the Journal of Agrarian Change; Science, 

Technology and Human Values; Sustainability; Society and Natural Resources; Business 

Strategy and the Environment). Please, feel free to circulate this invitation to anyone who 

may be interested. 

http://cobren.wordpress.com/
http://www.cbs.dk/en/CBS-Focus/Menu/CBS-Strategy-Business-in-Society/Menu/Business-in-Society-Platforms/Menu/Sustainability
http://www.diis.dk/
mailto:spo@diis.dk
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Description 

Since the 1990s, governments in both the North and the South have been heavily promoting 

biofuels and enacting ‘industry-forging’ policies as a result of concerns related to climate 

change mitigation (especially in the EU) energy security (especially in the US) and farmer 

support and rural development (in Brazil, but also in the US and EU). Policy discourses 

provided by lobbies have been based on the framing of lack of energy as an impediment to 

development and growth. The allure of biofuels is linked to addressing climate change, 

energy security and rural development at once without fundamentally altering energy 

consumption practices. Most kinds of biofuels are seen as attractive also because they can 

provide ‘drop-in’ solutions, as they can be distributed through existing infrastructure 

(pipelines, storage facilities, fuel distribution networks) and existing end-user technology 

(internal combustion engines).  

From the turn of the century to around 2006/07, the main biofuel producer countries/regions 

(Brazil, the United States and the EU) enacted policies that effectively forged the various 

regional foundations of an emerging ‘global industry’. The EU and US set minimum 

mandates on the use of biofuels and provided a range of subsidies, research funding and 

investment facilities to farmers, processors, blenders, biotech companies and universities. 

Early Brazilian government support of the 1970s and 1980s had waned by the end of the 

century, but was revitalized in the 2000s. Agricultural lobbies (US corn, German rapeseed 

farmers), climate change activists seeking non-fossil fuel alternatives, and government 

departments concerned with energy and security provided a unique combination of interests 

that pushed biofuel-friendly policies in a generally favourable political environment.  

This led to a boost of investments in farming and processing in Brazil, the United States and 

the EU, but also to interest in large scale investments in land for biofuel production – 

especially in Africa but also in Southeast Asia. Following decades of neglect in agricultural 

and rural development, governments in the South saw large-scale investment in land by 

domestic and international actors as a welcome boost in infrastructure provision and foreign 

exchange generation.  

But increasing food prices and the related food riots starting in 2006/07 has dramatically 

altered this picture. Biofuel production has been pointed out as a major cause of increasing 

food prices because it takes land and water away from food production – although estimates 

of the actual impact of biofuel production on total food price increases vary from 3 to 75 per 

cent. Many studies have highlighted deeply problematic aspects of land investments, 

including shady deals, little benefit for local communities, lack of participation in decision-

making at the local level, and environmental degradation. Doubts have also started to be cast 

on the impact of biofuel production on GHG emission reductions. Some feedstock-location 

combinations are deemed to be especially problematic in terms of GHG balance or in terms 

of deforestation. A wider methodological debate is also raging on how to take into account of 

crop residues and indirect land use change in the calculation of energy balance sheets and 

GHG emissions. To these arguments, pro-biofuel analysts respond that marginal land is 

indeed available for biofuel production and that with modern farm management and 

improved technology it is possible to produce a meaningful proportion of fuels for transport 

from biological resources without affecting food supply. Counter-arguments to these 

highlight that land is often not actually ‘available’ even when labeled as such, that in 

marginal lands yields are much lower, and that faith in technology is misplaced.  
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As criticism mounted on biofuels, the EU enacted demands for sustainability standards for 

the production, trade and use of biofuels in member countries. The US also fine-tuned its 

subsidies and regulation to increase support of ‘next generation’ biofuels relative to first 

generation biofuels. And Brazil increased its public relations effort aimed at showing that 

sugarcane-based ethanol production in the country has indeed a positive impact on GHG 

emission reductions. A number of legal issues are also being raised on whether biofuel 

domestic support and trade measures comply with WTO rules. 

At the same time, the biotech industry saw these developments as a window of opportunity to 

gain public support (and research funding, investment, financing) for ‘cleaner’, more value-

added and less land-dependent versions of biofuel production, based on improved and new 

transformation processes of cellulosic material and other waste and on the development of 

algae feedstocks.  

A considerable amount of attention has been paid so far in the literature on projections of 

how biofuel industries will operate in the future, on technology development and its potential, 

and on processes of land acquisition. However, there are at least three areas that merit further 

research and debate:  

1. The role of standards and sustainability certifications in shaping the biofuel industry 

in the context of larger processes of governance and regulation (at national, regional 

and international levels, including the WTO). 

2. The impact of actually existing investments on trade flows on the structure of regional 

and global biofuel industries, and on food security, land use, water resources and rural 

livelihoods. 

3. How discourses and imaginaries on biofuel innovation, technology development and 

scaling-up impact strategic choices, policies and practices –in relation to both first- 

and next-generation biofuels.  

Contributions that address one or more of these three areas are particularly welcome, but 

social science contributions that touch on other, equally important, aspects will also be 

considered and accommodated accordingly.  

Structure of the conference 

Session 1 (Morning of 19 November) 

Closed workshop format to be held at the Copenhagen Business School (Room PHR120, 4
th

 

floor, Porcelænshaven 18, Raavarebygningen, 2000 Frederiksberg) on Biofuel regulation, 

governance and sustainability; papers will be circulated in advance, presented briefly by the 

authors and discussed by a discussant and other participants. 

Transfer to DIIS and lunch at the DIIS cafeteria 

Session 2 (Afternoon of 19 November) 

Open public seminar with keynote speeches, roundtable discussion and a Q&A session to be 

held at DIIS (Main auditorium, Strandgade 71, 1401 Copenhagen C) on the conference theme: 

Governing Sustainable Biofuels: Markets, Certification and Technology. 

Conference dinner (Evening of 19 November; venue TBA) 
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Session 3 (Morning of 20 November) 

Closed workshop format to be held at CBS on Biofuel markets, investments and land 

acquisitions; papers will be circulated in advance, presented briefly by the authors and 

discussed by a discussant and other participants. 

Catered lunch at CBS 

Session 4 (Afternoon of 20 November) 

Closed workshop format to be held at CBS, on Biofuel technology and innovation; papers 

will be circulated in advance, presented briefly by the authors and discussed by a discussant 

and other participants. 

Drinks reception and end of conference 

 

Scientific committee:  

Stefano Ponte (DIIS and CBS; spo@diis.dk) 

Stine Haakonsson (CBS; sh.dbp@cbs.dk) / Janus Hansen (CBS; jh.dbp@cbs.dk)    

Christian Gamborg (LIFE/KU; chg@life.ku.dk) 

Simon Bolwig (DTU; sibo@risoe.dtu.dk) 
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